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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUB J : INDOCHINESE REFUGEES: DECLARATION OF ASSETS FORM 


1 . SINCE THE INCEPTION OF THE REFUGEE PROGRAM IN 
THAILAND, A SWORN STATEMENT (INS FORM G-648) HAS 
BEEN TAKEN FROM EACH PA ATTESTING TO THE AMOUNT OF 
MONEY AND OTHER ASSETS HE HAS. AS FAR AS THE 
EMBASSY IS AWARE. THIS INFORMATION WAS SOUGHT SOLELY 
TO ESTABLISH WHETHER THE REFUGEE AND HIS FAMILY HAD 
THE MEANS TO APY FOR THEIR AIR TICKETS. UNDER 
RECENT AND FUTURE PROGRAMS, REFUGEES SIGN AN ICEM 
LOAN FORM IN WHICH THEY PROMISE TO REPAY THE AIRFARE 
REGARDLESS OF THEIR PRESENT FINANCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 
NO ONE PAYS IN ADVANCE. 


2. THE EMBASSY THEREFORE WONDERS WHETHER THERE IS 
ANY PURPOSE FOR WHICH THIS SWORN STATEMENT SHOULD BE 
RETAINED. IF NOT, WE RECOMMEND THAT IT BE 
ELIMINATED. POSING THE FINANCIAL QUESTIONS THROUGH 
AN INTERPRETER AND FILLING OUT THE FORM CAN TAKE UP 
TO FIVE MINUTES PER CASE. 


3. ACTION REQUESTED: THE EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT 
AND INS CONCURRENCE IN ELIMINATION OF THIS FORM. 
O'DONOHUE 
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